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Welcome to Staff Notes, the Plainville Community Schools information update delivered bi-weekly via email 
to all staff members. Staff Notes is provided to bridge communication among staff members district-wide 
via highlights of Board of Education initiatives, programs, events, staff and student achievements & more. 

Staff Notes: Comments? Suggestions? Contact Lynn Davis, Communications Specialist, 
        793-3220 ext. 236, or via email: davisl @plainvilleschools.org 

 

Literacy Resource Team at Columbia! 
District Literacy Resource Team Members Patty 
Chaffee, Claire Fournier, Michelle Steck and 
Tawana Graham-Douglas recently attended a 
presentation at Columbia University on the new 
Writing Units of Study, based on the new Com-
mon Core State Standards. The presentation was 
conducted by Lucy Calkins, and focused on each 
of the three types of writing highlighted in the 
CCSS, an overview of how they are addressed in 
the new units, the goals of instruction at each 
grade level (2-5), and where to begin instruction at 
each grade level.  She also shared many exam-
ples of student work as exemplars. The district's 
elementary schools are implementing these new 
units this year.  

MSP’s Jeans for the Food Pantry 
Faculty and staff members at the middle 
school are once again giving back to the Plain-
ville Community Food Pantry through their 
“Jeans” initiative, coordinated by  faculty mem-
ber Jody Muldoon. Faculty and staff members 
pay a set donation to wear jeans to school on 
Fridays throughout the school year. To date  
there are 70 participants who have donated a 
total of $2,670 for the pantry. 

Wheeler Story Character Day  
Celebrates Reading 
Wheeler students and staff recently celebrat-
ed favorite story book characters by “dressing 
up” and being recognized by Wheeler Library 
Information Specialist Joyce Goldberg and 
Children’s Librarian Kim White, from the Plain-
ville Public Library for their summer reading ef-
forts. Students received a “dog tag” and a Sony 
eReader. The eReaders were donated this past 
January by Vahan Zhamkochian, president of 
Transatlantic Commerce in Newington. 

Did You Know? PHS will host a Genetics Up-
date Conference presented by nationally recog-
nized genetics speaker Sam Rhine on October 
18. Schools from across Connecticut will be at-
tending the conference at Plainville High School. 

MSP Hosts Nutmeg Nominated Author 
MSP hosted Nutmeg nominated author Tim Green 
on October 9th with two presentations for students 
in grades 6, 7, and 8. Mr. Green played for the At-
lanta Falcons as a linebacker and a defensive end 
during the 1980s and 90s. He was also a radio and 
television sports commentator for National Public 
Radio and Fox television. Currently, Mr. Green is a 
practicing attorney who graduated from Syracuse 
University Law School. He is the best-selling au-
thor of 26 books for adults and children including 
the Baseball Great and the Football Genius series. 
His characters are all faced with serious issues 
which they must overcome, making them excellent 
role models for middle school students. 

PFRN News... 
The Plainvillle Family Resource Network 
(PFRN) at Linden opened for the 2013-14 
school year on September 23. According to 
PFRN Coordinator Donna Cavallaro, opening 
day was a huge success with 29 children and 
22 adults attending Play & Learn group. In addi-
tion, the PIP family literacy program also began 
the school year with record numbers in attend-
ance. 
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United Way Campaign Update 
The 2013-14 United Way campaign has closed 
with a total donation of $11,340 from district 
employees. The district’s annual campaign is 
coordinated by Tina Gryguc. 


